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The first English bishop who was an aphorist, is the
once famous, but now almost forgotten Joseph Hall
(1574-1656), who was Bishop of Exeter and afterwards of
Norwich. He was called in his lifetime the ' English
Seneca/ for in addition to his satires (he was the earliest
of English satirists) he published in his later and more
pious years numerous volumes of meditations, devotional
works and tracts. He deserves to be remembered as one
of the anglican divines who was a writer of fine seventeenth-
century prose, but in whom the Church of England, which
shows so little appreciation of its great writers, and
presents so poor a shop-window to the world, seems to
take no pride or interest. When I have written, as I have
done so more than once in praise of these Worthies, I have
seemed to hear this almost forgotten Bishop Hall stirring
his old bones at Norwich, and asking why he, too, might
not see his name in the papers. Although quite able
when it was appropriate to ' rattle the terrible judgments
of God against sinners/ and to do so with the splendid
eloquence of the time, the book I find most attractive
among his many publications is a little volume of
Occasional Meditations, of the ' involuntary and sudden
thoughts * which occurred to him in odd moments;
when he shut one eye, for instance, or felt his arm
benumbed, or happened to see two snails, or an owl in
the twilight, or a goat, or a man yawning, or when the
lights were brought in, or he heard a swallow in his
chimney, or a cracked bell, or a barking dog, or a well-
played lute. Although his meditations on these subjects
are edifying, pious, and rather trite, the fact that the
bishop thought it worth while to notice such little odd
sensations shows a modern self-consciousness which it is
curious to find in the age he lived in. Although Bishop
Hall published no separate collection of aphorisms, his